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The Lawyers' Committee for Civil
Rights of the San Francisco Bay
Area is hosting a webinar on
March 26 from 12-1 PM PST that
will provide an overview about
understanding the role of an
interpreter, identifying challenges
and limitations interpreters and
attorneys may encounter, and
pointing out the numerous ways
providers can assist an interpreter
to deliver a great performance.
More information can be found
here.

Children’s HealthWatch will host a
webinar on April 14 from 12-1:15
PM EST. The webinar will be
hosted by Dr. Jackie Vimo, a
policy analyst and immigrant
rights expert who oversees the
Economic Justice Program at the
National Immigration Law Center
(NILC). The webinar will focus on
recent, harmful immigration
policies and proposals, how they
impact children, and what we can
do about it. More information can
be found here.

On Tuesday, March 24 at 2 pm
EST, the National Immigration
Law Center will hold their webinar
“2020 Tax Issues for Immigrant
Filers: ITINs Renewals, New ITIN
Rule for Dependents, Tax Credits,
and More.” For more information,
including registration, click here.
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Border Closure as Reaction to COVID-19

By Mario Bruzzone

The national and international response to the
COVID-19 pandemic has been forceful, far-
reaching, and extremely fast. Just in the
United States, one-fifth of the population is

under orders to shelter in place or stay at
home, including the states of California and
New York. The U.S. has suspended refugee

resettlement and resettlement travel is

suspended worldwide. Immigration courts are

closed for hearings for non-detained

individuals (most are still open for those in U.S.

custody). Immigration  and Customs

Enforcement has announced changes to its

enforcement activities, essentially reverting to

Obama  Administration  priorities.  U.S.
Citizenship and Immigration Services has
closed its field offices to the public, including

naturalization services and ceremonies.
Outside of immigration, the economic
repercussions are enormous. Buzzfeed
counted 693,000 new claims for

unemployment _insurance between just

Monday and Wednesday last week, from just
15 states. Goldman Sachs released a report

anticipating a 24% economic contraction in the

second quarter of 2020.

As part of the U.S. response, the Trump
Administration has made deals with both
Canada and Mexico to restrict border traffic,

partially closing both U.S. land borders. He
was not alone in this impulse, which has
seized countries on every continent. This
week, USCRI counts at least 44 countries with
fully closed borders—stronger than what the
United States has implemented. Last week,
we counted 12. (A list may be found in the left
column of page 2 of the main report.) Many
more countries have partial closures, which
may include measures to limit which
nationalities can enter or closures of ports-of-
entry. In a full border closure, countries close
their borders to non-resident foreigners.
Citizens can return, as can residents. The
exceptions are nearly identical across the 39
countries—government  officials, medical
professionals, cargo. Some countries went
further. Both Ecuador and Sudan closed their
borders to everyone, including citizens.

Sudan’s snap decision stranded about three

dozen Sudanese in Istanbul and unknown

numbers elsewhere.

Read this week’s full brief here.


https://docs.google.com/forms/d/10dV7EHXxKdZT4nbwMStkwjuxBAPGALWzsDu0i7ZAzrw/viewform?edit_requested=true
https://childrenshealthwatch.org/tuesday-april-14-2020-immigration-equity-webinar-dr-jackie-vimo-national-immigration-law-center/
http://bit.ly/2020ImmigrantsTaxes
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2020/03/21/coronavirus-lockdown-orders-shelter-place-stay-home-state-list/2891193001/
https://www.sfgate.com/bayarea/article/Coronavirus-Atria-Burlingame-nursing-home-SF-15142764.php
https://twitter.com/NYGovCuomo/status/1241024005299109889
https://www.cnn.com/2020/03/18/politics/us-refugee-admissions-coronavirus/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2020/03/18/politics/us-refugee-admissions-coronavirus/index.html
https://www.unhcr.org/news/press/2020/3/5e7103034/iom-unhcr-announce-temporary-suspension-resettlement-travel-refugees.html
https://www.unhcr.org/news/press/2020/3/5e7103034/iom-unhcr-announce-temporary-suspension-resettlement-travel-refugees.html
https://www.justice.gov/eoir/eoir-operational-status-during-coronavirus-pandemic
https://www.justice.gov/eoir/eoir-operational-status-during-coronavirus-pandemic
https://www.thedailybeast.com/ice-says-it-has-no-plan-to-free-migrants-in-jail-but-will-arrest-fewer-due-to-coronavirus-pandemic
https://www.thedailybeast.com/ice-says-it-has-no-plan-to-free-migrants-in-jail-but-will-arrest-fewer-due-to-coronavirus-pandemic
https://www.cnn.com/2020/03/17/politics/uscis-closing-in-person-services/index.html
https://www.buzzfeednews.com/article/lamvo/coronavirus-update-charts-unemployment-claims-laid-off-jobs
https://www.buzzfeednews.com/article/lamvo/coronavirus-update-charts-unemployment-claims-laid-off-jobs
https://www.barrons.com/articles/u-s-economy-could-contract-by-24-next-quarter-goldman-sachs-says-51584713292
https://www.barrons.com/articles/u-s-economy-could-contract-by-24-next-quarter-goldman-sachs-says-51584713292
https://www.macleans.ca/news/canada/trudeau-says-canada-u-s-border-to-close-at-midnight-full-transcript/
https://www.texastribune.org/2020/03/20/covid-19-leads-trump-announce-partial-closure-southern-border/
https://www.nytimes.com/article/coronavirus-travel-restrictions.html
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20200319-sudans-coronavirus-state-of-emergency-brings-mixed-blessings/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20200319-sudans-coronavirus-state-of-emergency-brings-mixed-blessings/
https://refugees.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/3.23.20-Brief_Bruzzone.pdf

The Executive Office for
Immigration Review (EOIR) and the
Department of Justice (DOJ) have
published a Notice of Proposed
Rulemaking (NPRM) to the Federal
Register regarding some EOIR
forms, including instituting a $50
fee for an asylum application. Fees
for other forms could increase by
up to 900%. Submit comments

here.
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Issue Updates

* |CE Temporarily Halts Enforcement

On March 18, in response to the spread of COVID-19, U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) notified
Congress that they will “temporarily halt enforcement across the United States, except for efforts to deport foreign
nationals who have committed crimes or who pose a threat to public safety.” ICE stated also that it will not arrest
individuals “at or near health care facilities” so as not to discourage people from seeking medical care. However, it

has no plans to release migrants in detention.

* Guatemala to Resume Receiving Deportees from the United States

The government of Guatemala has reversed its March 12 decision to suspend reception of deportation flights from
the United States. Under the agreement to accept deportees, the U.S. government agreed not to deport anyone
with symptoms of COVID-19. The Guatemalan government expects to receive 99 deportees, and will quarantine all

of them. On March 20, the government of Guatemala received a flight of 99 deportees.

* European Union Closes External Borders

On March 17, Schengen Area European leaders agreed to close the external borders of the European Union (EU)
for 30 days while still allowing internal EU travel in response to the COVID-19 pandemic. The new rules will apply to
26 members of the EU, plus Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway and Switzerland. Ireland has not yet decided whether

to implement the restrictions. Of Ireland, Ursula von der Leyen, President of the European Commission said, “It's up

to them now to implement it. They said they would immediately do that.” She also suggested that the United
Kingdom was not applying restrictions to its external borders, and its citizens would still be allowed to travel into the

EU. The travel restrictions do not apply to medical staff, medicines or goods.

* United States Temporarily Suspends Refugee Admissions

On March 18, the State Department issued a decision to temporary halt refugee admissions between March 19 and

April 6 in wake of the International Organization for Migration’s (IOM) and the United Nations High Commissioner
for Refugee’s (UNHCR) suspension of resettlement travel. "The U.S. Refugee Admissions Program coordinates
refugee arrivals with its international humanitarian implementing partners, IOM and UNHCR," a State Department
spokesperson said in a statement. "The temporary suspension of resettlement travel programs globally will impact

the arrival of refugees in the United States and other countries with refugee resettlement programs."

e Executive Office for Immigration Review Postpones Non-Detained

Hearings

On March 18, the Executive Office for Immigration Review (EOIR) announced that all non-detained hearings are
postponed until further notice. Several immigration courts have recently closed including some in Atlanta, Charlotte,
Memphis, New York City, and Sacramento, among others. The National Association of Immigration Judges has

called for a nationwide closure of all immigration courts.

* Countries on the African Continent Begin to Close Borders

As cases of COVID-19 have increased on the African continent, several countries have started to place travel
restrictions of varying degrees and close borders. As of March 20, these include Algeria, Egypt, Cameroon,

Djibouti, Ghana, Kenya, Madagascar, Morocco, Nigeria, South Africa, Sudan, and Tunisia.

* Malaysian Government Hunting Rohingya Refugees for COVID-19 Testing

Malaysian authorities are trying to track down an estimated 2,000 Rohingya refugees who attended a Muslim
gathering at a mosque that allegedly led to a spike in coronavirus cases across Southeast Asia. More than 100,000
Rohingya live in Malaysia after fleeing Myanmar, but they are considered illegal immigrants, making them hesitant
to come forward for medical attention. UNHCR in Malaysia said it was working with the Ministry of Health to ensure

that all refugee and asylum-seeking communities were included in government response measures.


https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2020/02/28/2020-03784/executive-office-for-immigration-review-fee-review
https://www.ice.gov/news/releases/updated-ice-statement-covid-19
https://www.thedailybeast.com/ice-says-it-has-no-plan-to-free-migrants-in-jail-but-will-arrest-fewer-due-to-coronavirus-pandemic
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/guatemala-to-resume-receiving-deportees-asylum-deal-with-u-s-still-on-pause-over-coronavirus/
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/03/17/coronavirus-european-union-leaders-agree-to-close-borders.html
https://twitter.com/vonderleyen/status/1239568170152857607
https://www.cnn.com/2020/03/18/politics/us-refugee-admissions-coronavirus/index.html
https://www.unhcr.org/news/press/2020/3/5e7103034/iom-unhcr-announce-temporary-suspension-resettlement-travel-refugees.html
https://twitter.com/DOJ_EOIR/status/1240124718298038273
https://twitter.com/Imm_Judges_NAIJ/status/1239314190768185345
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/03/coronavirus-travel-restrictions-border-shutdowns-country-200318091505922.html
https://whbl.com/news/articles/2020/mar/19/malaysia-seeks-rohingya-for-coronavirus-checks-after-mosque-outbreak-sources/996500/?refer-section=world

Issue Updates (cont'd)

e United States Closes Southern Border with Mexico

On March 20, the U.S. Department of Homeland Security announced that it would close the southern border with Mexico to all “non-essential travel” until April 20,
2020. According to the directive, essential travel includes U.S. citizens and lawful permanent residents returning to the United States as well as members of the
Armed Forces, among others. In addition, increased measures to halt undocumented immigrants from crossing the border has been enacted at the direction of the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). The Department of Homeland Security will suspend entry of all immigrants "seeking to enter the US without

proper travel documentation.”

e Canadato Turn Back Asylum Seekers at U.S. Border

On March 21, Canada implemented 30-day restrictions on asylum seekers and “non-essential travel” across its border with the United States. "We will now be
returning irregular migrants who attempt to cross anywhere at the Canada-US border," said Prime Minister Justin Trudeau. Asylum seekers were already returned
to the United States when they attempted to claim asylum at official border crossings, but not unofficial ones, in Canada under the Safe Third Country Agreement

prior to these restrictions.

USCRI Time Machine

This week’s Time Machine comes from Australia in January 2002, where “One controversial component of the government's plan is an
USCRI investigated the then-new system of halting unauthorized boat arrivals, ‘overseas information campaign.’ Along with posters and other
mostly full of asylum seekers. materials, the campaign has included video spots showing the
shark-infested seas around Australia, the crocodiles closer to shore,
“In August and September 2001, the international community witnessed a and the snakes further inland-where, as it happens, some of the
dramatic example of Australia's efforts to prevent unauthorized boat arrivals to detention centers housing unauthorized migrants are located. The
its shores. The Australian government refused to allow the entry of more than title, and the message, of the campaign: ‘Pay a people smuggler
400 persons-mostly believed to be from Afghanistan-aboard a Norwegian and you'll pay the price.”
freighter, the Tampa, that had rescued them at sea and attempted to bring
them to Australia's Christmas Island. Eventually, Australia struck a deal with Today, Australia continues to block boat arrivals of asylum seekers.
Nauru---one of the world's smallest republics-to house the asylum seekers Instead, they are transferred to detention facilities on Nauru,
while their claims were processed, in exchange for U.S. $10 million in aid.” Christmas Island, or Papua New Guinea. The majority never make
it to Australia. Recently, the United States has followed suit with the
In addition, the Australian government instituted a media campaign to deter Migrant Protection Protocols (MPP), which force those seeking
asylum seekers from trying to come to Australia: asylum at the southern border to wait in Mexico for adjudication of
their claim.

Global Gigabyte

Refugee camps are not excluded from the spread of COVID-19.

In response to the pandemic, refugees in the Moria Camp on the Greek island of Lesbos have created a
crisis awareness team to spread the word about handwashing and hygiene. In addition, a group of four If you have any questions
Afghan women have volunteered their time to sew face masks for the camp’s population. The refugees or comments, please
are working quickly and made approximately 500 masks on their first day. The masks, which will be given contact

out for free, will initially only be distributed to camp residents who start to feel unwell or exhibit symptoms Kelly Ann Whelan at
of the virus. kwhelan@uscrimail.org.

“The conditions were out of control and so we knew that we needed to do something by ourselves,” said

Deen Mohammad Alizadah, a refugee originally from Afghanistan.

Read more about the refugees’ efforts here.



https://s3.amazonaws.com/public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2020-06253.pdf
https://www.buzzfeednews.com/article/adolfoflores/coronavirus-immigrants-us-north-south-border
https://www.cnn.com/world/live-news/coronavirus-outbreak-03-20-20-intl-hnk/h_54dbc1e7eddfc428c6274e7c72b2a8b1
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2020/mar/18/the-greek-refugees-battling-to-prevent-covid-19-with-handmade-face-masks

