.
.
»
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
»
.
®
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
s
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.

WORLD ‘REFUGEE-SURVEY 2004

AGlobal Campaign to End Relugee Warehousmg

by Gregory Chen,

Ditector of Pollcy Analysis and Research |

” e publlcatlon of this 43rd edition of the World Refu-‘

gee Survey Jaunches the US. Committee for Refu-
. gees’ (USCR) campaign to end the warehousing of refu-

‘gees the indefensible practlce of keepmg refugees in camps

or segregated settlements, deprived for years of the basic
rights guaranteed in the UN Refugee Convention and with-
out hope of a normal life. Over the course of USCRs 46-
year hlstory advocating for refugees, we have observed that
more and more refugees worldW|de are spendmg longer pe-

riods of time in such situations—to the point that thereare ‘

currently more than seven million refugees who have been
warehoused for ten years or more. We challenge this prac-

tice as illegal, lmmoral,,and degraclmg and seek to expose it
5o that the world can put a stop to this waste of humanity.

For too long the world has been blind to thelr plight and to
their very existence.

Presently, more than half a million refugees from
Myanmar have lived without the right to work or travel for

up to 20 years in Thailand, Bangladesh, Malaysia, and India.

More than half a million Sudanese are stuck in camps or seg-
regated settlements that have been operatmg for two de-
cades. Over the course of twenty-five years, more than two
million Afghan refugees have been in exile in Pakistan and
Iran. Finally, the case of warehoused Palestinian refugees

throughout the Middle East pre-dates the Convention itself,

with more than two million living in camps and urban slums
deprived of their Convention rights.

Indeed, in the 53 years since the enactment of the
UN Refugee Conventlon, warehousing has become so wide-
spread as to constitute a global crisis. More than two-thirds

of the planets 12 million refugees are denied the r[ght to

earn a livelihood, access to educatlon the freedom to move
about, or the right to step into a courtroom and seek ]ustlce

when they are wronged-—all of which are guaranteed under

the Convention. ‘
. Despite the enormity of the prdblem, no world

leader has made ending it their priority. Instead, terrorist
~attacks wars, ancl other dramatic events have drawn our at-

rom refu SItuatlons before they are resolved.

- def' mte hold Only through the combm
- ‘efforts of the mternatlonal commumty wxll this mtelerable

local mtegratlon For lnstance m_March 2004 the UNHCR .

meetings in Geneva addresse cts fi

tion in Africa but paid comparatwely little attentl n to how
refugees can be afforded their Convention ghts while they
await repatriation or other solutions. Refugees are entitled
to the Convention’s protection from the moment of their
flight. Their exercise of these rights should not be post-
poned while the international communlty searches for du-
rable solutions.

Campaign against Warehousing Warehousing will not
cease until the international community adopts a new para-
digm of what constitutes fair and humane treatment of refu-
gees, Although improving the lives of refugees inaccordance

 with the Convention will not be easy, it is no more difficult

than preparing countries for repatriation, reset.tlmg refugees
in a third cauntry, or solving other complex problems that

require commitment from host countrles donor natlons and

humanitarian agencies. ‘
The 2004 Survey examines the causes of warehous-
ing as well as the problems associated with keepl ng refugees

.in camps or segregated settlements for long periods. It also

examines how some host countries, mcludmg Zambla Cote
d’lvoire, Syria, and Guinea, have afforded refugees some of
their Convention rights.. These examples deserve further
study. ‘ —
The ¢ obal commumty cah also learn

rapidly in six years to captu . world’s attention and
gain passage of a critical treaty banmng the use and pro-

* duction of landmmes. Millions of landmines are still stock-
_ piled worldwide, but production and use are down and

there is increasingly w1despread mternatlonal rejection
of landmmes ‘

In the upccmmg year, USCR wrll contmue to visit
camps and talk to refugees about the conditions they en-
dure. We will work with local communities, refugees,advo-

 cates, non-governmental organizations, UN agencies,, host

and donor governments, and others committed to address-

ing refugee problems. We hope that the mternatlonal com-
‘ mumty will arrwe at a consensus that the pra tice of ware-

and ‘sustalned

practice end

‘ m efforts
'Ilke the International Campaign to Ban Landmmes, which
fbegan in 1991 with a small coalition of human rights organi-

_ zations. An idea that was in ,lally dlsm|ssed as utoplan grew
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